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SUBJECT: A UN OFPICIAL DESCRIBES CONDITIONS IN VIETNAM 

SUMMARY: A UN OPFICIAL WHO RETURNED TO VIENTIANE MARCH 
18 FROM AN EXTENSIVE THREE WEEK TOUR OP THE SOCIALIST 
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM DESCRIBED TO EMBASSY OFPICERS THE 
TENSE SITUATION ALONG THE SRV/KAMPUCHEAN BORDER, THE 
CONTINUING THREAT OP PULRO RESISTANCE GROUPS TO INTERNAL 
SRV SECURITY, IMPROVING AGRICULTURAL AND PORESTRY CON- 
DITIONS, AND WORLD POOD PROGRAM DIPPICULTIES IN OBTAIN- 
ING ACCESS TO SOME WPP PROJECT AREAS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . A HIGH I.ELF.L PAO DELEGATION VISITED THE SRV PROM 
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LATE PEBRUARY TO MARCH 18 TO INSPECT ONGOING AND 
PROSPECTIVE PROJECT SITES. A UN OFPICIAL WHO ACCOM- 
PANIED THE DELEGATION TOLD EMBASSY OPPICERS THAT WHILE 
IN TAY NINH PROVINCE THEY SAW SEVEN VILLAGES THAT HAD 
BEEN DESTROYED BY KHMER TROOPS (ACCORDING TO VIETNAMESE 
OPFICIALS). THE SEVEN VILLAGES HAD BEEN PART OP A 
WORLD FOOD PROGRAM AID PROJECT. THE SOURCE SAID THAT 
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SECURITY WAS BAD ALL ALONG THE SRV/KAMPUCHEAN BORDER 
AND THAT THEY FREQUENTLY HEARD LARGE ARTILLERY GUN FIRE 
AND SPORADIC MACHINE GUN BURSTS. HE SAID THAT JUST 
BEFORE THE FAO TEAM VISITED THE AREA TWO WESTERN JOURN- 
ALISTS NEARLY LOST THEIR LIVES THERE. 

2. OUR SOURCE SAID THAT THE DELEGATION VISITED THE 
DALAT AREA IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS WHERE INTERNAL 
SECURITY WAS THREATENED BY FULRO RESISTANCE GROUPS. HE 
SAID THAT LOCAL SRV GOVERNMENT OFICIALS OPENLY 
ADMITTED THAT FULRO WAS STRONG IN THE AREA AND THAT THE 
LOCAL POPULATION DEMONSTRATED THEIR ANTIPATHY TO THE 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND WORKERS WHO HAD RECENTLY COME 
TO THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS REGION FROM THE NORTH. 

3. OUR SOURCE SAAID THAT LARGE GROUPS OF VIETNAMESE 
FROM THE CENTRAL COASTAL REGIONS HAD ALSO MOVED INTO 
THE HIGHLANDS REGION. 

4. HE ALSO SID THAT A FORESTRY EXPERT ON THE FAO TEAM 
DISPUTED THE SRV GOVERNMENT CLAIM THAT ABOUT NINETY 
PERCENT OF RUBBER TREE PLANTATIONS IN ONE AREA WAS 
DESTROYED DURING THE WAR. THE FORESTRY EXPERT ESTI- 
MATED THAT ONLY ABOUT 25 PERCENT OF THE RUBBER TREE 
PLANTATIONS MAY ACTUALLY HAVE BEEN DESTROYED. 
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5. THE UN OFFICIAL DESCRIBED THE RICE CROP NOW IN THE 
FIELDS AS ABUNDANT. ALTHOUGH THE SRV ANTICIPATED A 
GOOD HARVEST OUR SOURCE SAID THAT THEY WILL .STILT. 

REQUEST OVER ONE MILLION TONS OF GRAIN FROM INTERNATIONAL 
DONORS BECAUSE THEY WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO STORE AT 
LEAST A FOUR MILLION TON GRAIN RESERVE. 

6. THE FAO TEAM VISITED A PROSPECTIVE WFP REFORESTATION 
SITE NEAR DANANG AND A PROSPECTIVE IRRIGATION PROJECT 
SITE NORTH OF HUU. 

7. THE TEAM FOUND THE HIGHWAY FROM SAIGON TO DANANG IN 
GOOD CONDITION WITH MOST OF THE BRIDGES RECONSTRUCTED. 

8. OUR UN SOURCE COMPLAINED THAT THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAM 
HAD NO EFFECTIVE WAY TO DECIDE END USE OF ITS AID. 

HE SAID THAT VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS PROMISED 
TO PROVIDE WFP WITH REPORTS ON THE RESULTS OF WFP AID 
PROJECTS BUT THAT WFP OFFICIALS WERE NOT PERMITTED TO 
TRAVEL OR CONDUCT THEIR OWN INVESTIGATIONS FREELY. HE 
SAID THAT REQUESTS BY THE FAO DELEGATION TO GO TO SPECI- 
FIC AREAS NOT ON THE AGENDA WERE USUALLY DENIED FOR 
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"SECURITY REASONS". HE SUSPECTED THAT THOSE LOCAL 
PEOPLE AND OEFICIALS WHOM THEY WERE PERMITTED TO INTER- 
VIEW HAD RECEIVED PROIR COACHING FROM THE NORTHERN 
OEFICIALS ON THEIR RESPONSES TO THE DELEGATION'S 
QUESTIONS. 

MCWILLIAMS 
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